The Iceberg Metaphor
This image neatly illustrates the above-the-surface language (Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills, BICS) 
BICS-CALP: A Developmental Continuum Organized Around Four Quadrants
Cummins ' (1982) (Cummins, 1996) 
Some Frequently Asked Questions

How many words does a typical (native speaker (NS) 6-year-old have when he
or she gets to school? Moskowitz (1978) , in a study that is still widely cited, puts the figure at around (Roessingh & Kover, 2003 (Roessingh & Kover, 2002 reasoning, analysis, and so forth-that are typical for a learners in L1 of that age), they understand the concept of metaphor, they have acquired cultural capital (albeit from another culture, they understand what it is), and they usually have good study habits. There is a distinct dynamism to their learning trajectory that the younger-arriving ESL learners lack. Nevertheless, most ESL learners can benefit from ESL support in high school (750 contact hours can have a tangible effect) to reach the estimated threshold for postsecondary school studies, whether university or technical school. As they outgrow their L1 in this setting, further support would benefit many of these learners. One never stops being an ESL learner, it seems. 6. So it really all boils down to vocabulary? There is no doubt that the vocabulary deficit among ESL learners plays an enormous role in their academic success. In fact this is a good place to "close the loop" for today. Why not come to my vocabulary development presentation, and we can carry on this conversation then?
